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Several radio messages delivered over "The Biola
u." which is sponsored by The Evening School of

' Bible Institute of Los Angeles.
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Having been associated for nearly a decade with
teaching in and the advertizing of The Evening School
of The Bible lnstituie of Los Angeles, the inception of a
Biola Evening School broadcast was an occasion of
true thanksgiving to God. This enlarged sphere of service has indeed been gratifying to all who know how
God has been glorified through this department of Biola,
and whose constant desire is to see an ever increasing
number of lives enriched by God's Word and made
more useful for the Saviour by their attendance in evening classes.
Each Saturday a f t e r n o o n at five, the Evening
School's "Biola Hour" speeds on its Journey from the
towers of the 10,000 watt station, KPAS. Sacred music,
prayer, the exposition of the Word, and encouragement
of systematic study of the Bible occupy all the time of
each broadcast. If the reach of the program were only
to the three million, three hundred thousand in Metropolitan Los Angeles, in the center of which Biola is
situated, it would be a ministry eminently worthwhile.
However, KPAS is powerfully beamed North and South,
reaching as far up the Pacific as Oregon and Washington.
In having secured Dr. Tohn A Hubbard as our
regular speaker, we are understandably pleased. For
with unusual distinction, he has occupied a chair on
Biola's faculty during nearly a quarter of a century. As
Professor of English Bible, wise counsellor, and as their
friend, he has endeared himself !o the Biola family.

Hearing him, or reading him, one feels himself to be
both on solid and on holy ground. Do not all Christians
like both! Alumni the world around hail our nomination of Dr. Hubbard to this important role with pronounc-
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religious life. The very fact that he was a ruler implies
this. Note too that he had a very good opinion of the
Lord Jesus. In Mark I 0: 17 we read, "he kneeled to
Him," and sought the counsel of our Lord. Yes, he had
much to his account, much that was good, but with all
there was a fatal lack, namely, a vital, living relation
to Jesus Christ, from whom he turned away.
Today there are many people who have one or
more, or even all of the qualities mentioned above;
but, like the young man they have a latal lack.
This young ruler let something stand between himself and that vital relationship to Christ-one thmg he
lacked. We have already noticed that he had great
possessions, the sad thing is that the possessions had
him, and they stood as a barrier between him and the
Lord Jesus. Listening friends, do you have this great
lack in your life? If so, what is it that stands in your
way?
Mark 10:22, says "He went away grieved," or as
the Revised Version puts it, "sorrowful." Eventually he
had to part with the great possessions, not one mite did
he take with him into eternity. If he never turned to
Christ. and there is no indication in the Scriptures that
he ever did, then he went out. not only stripped of his
possessions, but without eternal life, and his loss is one
of eternal duration.
Are there among our listeners today those of whom
it can be said, "One thing thou lackest?'
Is there
something that is acting as a barrier to your having
that one essential thing, eternal life? We beesech you
let it go, or you will be the eternal loser. "For what
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and
lose his own soul?"
The thing you lack can be supplied this very moment. Just come as a guilty, repentant sinner, and accept Him who was wounded for your transgressions and
bruised for your iniquity, the One upon whom all your
(2)

sins were laid. "Who his own self bare our sins in his
own body on the tree" I Pet. 2:24. The Lord Jesus said:
I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me" John 14:6. "Neither is there
salvation in any other; for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby you must be
saved" Acts 4:12. Remember the word of II Corinthiar:s
6:2, "Behold, now is the accepted time: behold, now is
the day of salvation." Take God's gift now,_ le~t y~u
should go out into eternity lost, and have nngmg m
your ears throughout endless ages the sad refrain, 'One
thing thou lackest."

(3)

"ONE THING I KNOW"
(John 9:25)
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We are continuing today our meditation on the general theme, "One Thing." Last week we thought to·
gether on, "One Thing Thou Lackest". The thing which
was lacking was a vital, living relation to Jesus Christ,
in other words, eternal life. This lack is supplied the
moment one accepts the crucified, risen Redeemer, as
personal Saviour. When this need has been met, it is
our privilege to lmow.
The theme of today's message is [ound in John 9:25.
'One thing I know." With these words we link the
wonderful statement found in I John 5:13, Revised Vers,on. 'These things have I written unto you, that ye may
lmow that ye have eternal life, even unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God."
As in the case of the blind man, we may not be
able, indeed we are not able, to answer all the questions
and objections that are suggested by this great theme
ol eternal life. But like the blind man, we may know
this one thing. Note the words of John 9:24, 25, "Then
again called they the man that was blind, and said
unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man
is a sinner. He answered =d said, "Whether he be a
sinner or no, I know not: one think I know, that, whereas
I was blind, now I see." None of the arguments and
objections raised by these unbelieving, Christ-rejecting
Pharisees could shake this man's confidence, they could
not rob him of his assurance. And, thank God, the same
may be true of you and me.
Let us now consider the grounds of our assurance.
We tum again to I John 5:13 and we read, "These
things". What things? If we were to fully answer this
question we would have to consider practically the whole
of this wonderful Epistle. But let us note a few things
that are written in the immediate context. We quote
(5)
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now from I John 5:9-12 in the Revised Version. "If we
receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater:
for the witness of God is this, that he hath borne witness
concerning His Son. He that believeth on the Son of
God hath the witness in Hirn: he that believeth not God
hath made Him a liar; because he hath not believed
in the witness that God hath borne concerning His Son.
And the witness is this, that God gave unto us eternal
life, and this life is in His Son He that hath the Son
hath the life; he that hath not the Son of God hath not
the life."
You will note that the witness which God hath
borne is concerning His Son, not our works, nor our
feelings, nor anything else but His Son. And what is
this witness concerning His Son? We tum to I John 4:10
and read, "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins." He is the propitiation for our sms, and in
Romans 3:25 we read that the propitiation is in His
blood. In this way God has provided a Saviour, as we
read in I John 4:14, "And we have beheld and bear
witness that the Father hath sent the Son to be the
Saviour of the world." He has done everything that
is ever going to be done in order that sinners may be
saved and have eternal life because He has done everything that is necessary. In Hirn a perfect provision has
been made for the sinner.
And what is our part in becoming possessors of
this eternal life? In a word, it is to exercise a living,
heart belief in Jesus Christ. "These things have I written
unto you, that ye may know that ye have eternal life,
even unto you that believe on the Name of the Son of
God" (I John 5:13). To believe in Jesus Christ means
to receive Him as our personal Saviour, as we read in
John 1:12, "But as many as received him, to them gave
Hle power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name".
He that hath the So~ hath

life", and we have the Son simply by receiving Hun.
"The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord',
and the only way we become possessors of the gift is
simply to receive it. "He that believeth on the Son
hath eternal life" (John 3:36, R. V.). To say that we
know that we have eternal life is not presumption, as
some people would think. God hath borne witness,
and if we do not believe this witness according to the
words of I John 5:10 "We make God a liar" As someone has put it, "Christ did it, God says it, I believe it,
that settles it."
·one thing" I once lacked, eternal life Now "one
think I know," that is that I have eternal life because
I have accepted Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour.
Do you know this?

(6)
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"ONE THING I DO."
(Philippians 3:13)
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Today we take up our third meditat1on on the general theme, "One Thing."
In our first message we thought of, "One Thing
Thou Lackest". The thing lacking was eternal lite,
lacking this we are the eternal losers, whatever else we
may have. This lack is provided for in and by Jesus
Christ, the crucified, risen Redeemer. In Him, God hath
given us eternal life and when we accept Him as our
personal Saviour, it is our privilege to lmow that we
have this eternal life.
When we really have this eternal life and know it.
we have just made a good start in spiritual things, and
are then ready for the next "one thing" recorded in
Philippians 3:13, "This one thing I do ." Let us note the
context of these words as found m verses 12, 13, and 14.
"Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend
that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus." This is the testimony
of the great apostle Paul, who, at the time of the writing
of this Epistle had been an ardent, devoted follower and
servant of Jesus Christ for more than twenty years. He
had made wonderful progress in spiritual things and
had rendered wonderful service. Few, if any, have ever
equaled Paul in the m(!{tter of spiritual growth and development. Still he is not satisfied; but is ever pressing
on. In setting this before us he uses a figure of one
running a foot race. Let us note some of the expressions
used in this passage First, "forgetting the things which
are behind" It does not mean that Paul was unmindful
(9)
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of the blessings and mercies of the past, not at all. I
am sure that he could say, "Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul, and forget not all His benefits" (Psalm 103:2).
Several years alter writing Philippiqns Paul wrote I
Timothy, and if you will turn to the first chapter of that
Epistle and read verses 12 to 16, you will see that Paul
had not forgotten the marvelous grace revealed by
Jesus Christ in saving him, the chief of sinners. But
Paul did not live in the past, with its failure or successes,
as many do. This would prove detrimental to him, just
as looking back would be detrimental to the footrunner
on the race course. Instead of looking back, Paul was
" reaching forth " or as the Revised Version puts it
'stretching forward" . Bishop Moule reminds us that the
compound Greek verb used here gives a double thought
of the runner stretching out his head and the body toward his goal. As Paul puts it in verse 14, Revised Version, "I press on toward the goal." This same spirit
and attitude is revealed in Philippians 3:7, 8, in which
verses Paul tells us that the things that were gain to
him he counted loss for Christ and that he counted all
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus his Lord. Paul allowed nothing to hinder
his spiritual progress. The same thought is expressed
very vividly in the words of Hebrews 12:1, 2, "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us, looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. "
This is the normal attitude of the Christian. It is
normal, though unfortunately it is not the usual attitude,
for in altogether too many Christian lives the spiritual
condition is depicted in the words of I Corinthians 3:1-3,
" And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in
Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat:

for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now
are ye able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there
is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye
not carnal, and walk as men?" Andrew Murray speaks
of this condition as one of "protracted infancy." This
same condition is depicted in Hebrews S: 12, Revised
Version, "For when by reason of the time ye ought to
be teachers, ye have need again that some one teach
you the rudiments of the first principles of the oracles
of God; and are become such as have need of milk,
and not of solid food." What a pathetic picture is this!
Christians who have been in the way long enough to
be teachers, but are so poorly developed that they are
nothing but babes and have to be taught the very
ABC's of spiritual things, that is, the rudiments of the
first principles of the oracles of God. They are still on
the nursirlg bottle, taking only milk, because they are
not capable of receiving the meat of the Word It is
no wonder that we have the exhortation in Hebrews
6:1, "let us go on unto perfection'.', or as the margin
says, "unto full growth."
"One thing thou lackest"-eternal life. Is that true
of you, listenirlg friend? If so, accept Jesus Christ as
your personal Saviour just now, then you will be able
to say, "One thing I know", that I have eternal life.
But do not stop there;. go on to say, "One thing I do, I
press on". Then you will have a Christian experience
that is really worthwhile, and you will be a blessing to
others.

(10)
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*"ONE THING IS NEEDFUL"

(Luke 10:42)
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If the "one thing I do (Philippians 3:13), namely,
pressing on, making progress m one's spiritual life is
to be realized, then certainly "one thing is needful,''
namely, waiting upon the Lord, sitting at His feet, hearing His Word. In other words, i! we are to make real
progress in our spiritual lives, we must take time for
private devotions. There is no substitute for this Not
even so good a thing as serving Him can take the place
of sitting at His feet. You will recall the circumstances
in which our Lord spoke of this one thmg needful. recorded in Luke 10:38-42. Our Lord had gone to the
home of Martha and Mary, where He was always a
welcome guest. On this, as on other occasions, Martha
was preparing a meal for her guest. Upon His arrival,
Mary left the kitchen and took her place at our Lord·s
feet to hear His words. "But Martha was cumbered
about much serving, and came to Ham, and said, Lord,
dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve
alone? bid her therefore that she help me. And Jesus
answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art
careful (anxious, R.V.) and troubled about many things;
but one thing is needful, and Mary hath chosen that
good part, which shall not be taken away from her "
The Lord Jesus was not displeased with Martha's service,
but He definitely rebuked her for letting that service fill
her with care and anxiety, and keeping her from taking
part in that which was "necessary." Note agmn these
words, "Mary hath chosen." When the Lord Jesus arrived Mary was called upon to make a deliberate choice.
Should she continue with Martha in the kitchen, or sit
at His feet? Mary deliberately chose the latter. Each
one of us has twenty four hours in a day. No one has
•-rhi!-\ rmP me-ssage, tWk('I thP. h: t1glh of othPr!" glY en
h~·r1·,
r-;•quired two brmu1ca'3- ta for Its pn•:-.:cmtalfon.
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more, no one Jess than these hours. But it is true of
course that many of us cannot choose how each hour
is to be spent; but probably not one of us can be kept
from choosing how some of the twenty lour hours are
to be used. If progress is to be made in our spiritual
lives, we must choose lo take some time for private
devotions.
And here let me make some suggestions in this
connection. First. Even before arising, let the heart be
lifted to the Lord in a note of praise and in a yielding
of oneself for the day. Of course, we are not advocating
having one's devotions while lying in bed But many
find it helpful to seek the lace of the Lord before they
see the face of a human being, and to have converse
with Him before speaking to another. And then as soon
as possible alter arising, read the Word of God. It is
said that "Mary heard His Word." There is a little devotional book called "Daily Light. " It consists entirely
of scripture references taken from different parts of the
Bible and arranged topically. Many people find it extremely helpful for devotional reading. But we believe
it is a mistake to confine our reading to even so good
a book as this and recommend that there be the regular
systematic reading. For instance, one might begin with
Matthew and read right through the New Testament.
And then of course the Psalms are not to be neglected
in connection with our devotional reading. Sometime
ago at the Bible Institute of Los Angeles a speaker gave
us this slogan, "No Bible, No Breakfast." This, I understand, was the rule in his household. Those who failed
to first feed upon the Bible, went without their breakfast.
We do not advocate this as the rule for every household,
but we do pass on the challenge to every individual believer today, "No Bible, No Breakfast". Will you accept
the challenge? It may be that at times you will go without your breakfast, but from the standpoint of your
spiritual progress during the day, you can better afford
(14)

to do this than to neglect feeding your soul upon the
Word of God. We suggest that the reading of the Word
be followed by a period of worship. Of this we will
speak a little later. After the worship, there should be
a time of praise, and this is followed by prayer, in the
sense of our special or specific petitions. It is noteworthy how often praise and prayer are linked in the
Epistles. We will not take the time to quote the following _passages, but we suggest that you look them up.
It will be worth your while. I Thess. 1.2; Romans 1:8, 9;
Eph: l: l 6, Philippians J :3, 4; Philippians 4:6; Col. J :3;
II Tim. 1:3.
In connection with prayer, we suggest, rather we
~rge you to adopt a prayer list. You will find it helpful
m the matter of making your prayers definite, as well
as m other ways.
And now because of its great importance, Jet us
turn to a consideration of the matter of worship. First
of all, what is worship? In the religious realm it is one
of the most common terms. But it is to be feared that
not many really understand the teachings of the Word
of God in this respect. For instance, we often hear in
church services the minister say, "And now, we will
worship God with our offerings". He will then tell some
'.unny story, or resort to various tricks, to get the people
m goo~ humor so that they will offer more generously.
Dear fnends, that is not worship. And then we hear
the announcement, "We will now worship God with
the use of Hymn 46. " We turn to 46 and we find that
it is the hymn "Work For The Night Is Coming." Dear
friends, that is not a worshipful hymn. Or the familiar
song "That Will Be Glory For Me" is announced as
worship . But we suggest that this is not a worshipful
hymn. The more prominent word is the pronoun "me,"
and there is very little said about the Lord. Again,
when we sing, 'Tm living on the mountain, I'm feasting
on the manna", we are not worshipping, for the prom(15)

inent word here is the personal pronoun "!," and there
is very little about the Lord. But when the speaker announces we will now worship God by the use of this
hymn, "Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God .Almighty" , we are
then brought into the realm of worship, for here we are
taken up, not with ourselves, but with the Lord. ,,And
when we sing "Jesus, The Very Thought Of Thee '. or
"Jesus, Thy Name I Love" we are again brought mto
the realm of worship.
In the dictionary the word worship is defined t~us,
" The state or quality of being worthy. ' But th.is dehmtion is said to be "archaic" that is, "belonging to a
former period; going out of use ." Now it .is to be ve.ry
much regretted that this practice of worship ~s .archaic,
that it does belong to a former period, that it is gomg
out of use, for this is the scriptural conception o~.worsh1p.
This is borne out by the following passages.
The four
and twenty elders fall down before Him that .sat on the
throne, and worshipped Him that hveth forever .and ever,
and cast their crowns before the throne, saymg, Thou
art worthy, O Lord, to receive honor and glory and
power" (Revelation 4 :9, l 0) You will note that .1t says
the elders "worshipped him" , and in their worship they
say "Thou art worthy, 0 Lord." In Revelation 5:8, 9
we 'read, "And when he had taken the book, the four
beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the
Lamb, having every one of them harps, and gal.d en
vials full of odours, which are the prayers of the samt~ .
And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy
In verses 11, 12 we read, "And I beheld, and I heard
the voice of many angels round about the throne and
the beasts and the elders; and the number of them was
ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the . Lamb
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and w1s?on;:,
and strength, and honour, and glory, and ~lessmg .
Note what these heavenly beings are saymg, Thou art
(16)

worthy", "Worthy is the Lamb" . That, dear friends, is
real worship. And note these words found in Revelation 5.13, 14. " And every creature which is in heaven,
and on earth, and under the earth, and such as are m
the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing,
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and
ever And the four beasts said, Amen. And the lour
and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that
liveth for ever and ever. " These verses give us another
glimpse into the real nature of worship.
In the light of these verses from Revelation 4 and 5,
we can now appreciate and readily agree with this
statement by J. H. Todd, "Worship has been called man 's
highest glory. It is worthship, or accounting God worthy
of praise, adoration, glory, honour, dominion; ascribing
such to Him and offering it to Him is worship. Praise,
glory, love, faith, and hope all culminate in worship, and
in that find their highest and fullest expression. It has
been said that praise is our being occupied with our
blessings, prayer being occupied with our need, worship
our being occupied with the Lord Himself, the Blesser."
Thus far our discussion has centered around the
nature of worship. Now let us consider the fact .that it
is God's will that we worship Him. In Matt. 4:10 we
read, "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God",-virtually
a command. From John 4:23 we learn that the Father
seeks worshippers "He desires our faith and love and
service, but the one thing He seeks is worship. This
is the only place in the New Testament where we read
of the Father seeking." (J. H. Todd) .
Fellow believer, has the Father been finding in you
that which He has been seeking, a real worshipper? If
not, will you not begin today in your private devotions,
on your knees, prayerfully read these passages from
Revelation chapter 4 and 5 for several days, or even
weeks, asking the Spirit of God to enable you to enter
(17)

into real worship? You will find your spiritual life definitely deepened and broadened. You will agree that it is
"One thing needful. "
And now let us very brieily consider on what ground
we may really worship God. Turning to Hebrews 10: 19,
22 we read these words, "Having therefore, brethren,
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,
by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated
for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh, And
having an high priest over the house of God; let us
draw near with a true heart in fulness of faith." You
will note these two things, we can worship only on the
ground of shed blood and secondly, it is on the ground
of the shed blood of Jesus Christ, our great High Priest.
We should note that our blessed Lord Jesus is both sacrifice and priest, and from I Timothy 2:5 we learn that He
is the one mediator between God and man, and in this
regard He is all sufficient and absolutely essential. Any
person who thinks that he is worshipping God while
denying or neglecting the blood of Jesus, the great High
Priest, and who does not approach God through Christ,
let that person know that he is being deceived.
Now, in bringing this series to a close, let us briefly
summarize. "One thing thou lackest, "-etemal life. God
has made provision for this need by sending His Son
Jesus Christ to die for us sinners, and in Him He offers
to us eternal life as a free gift, which we accept by faith .
And having accepted Him as our personal Saviour, it
is our privilege to say, "One thing I know,"-1 know that
I have eternal life in Jesus Christ. But remember this
is just the beginning of the Christian life. Our cry now
should be "One thing I do, "-I press on toward the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let
nothing interfere with the progress of our spiritual lives
And in order to accomplish this we must remember "One
thing is needful" . We must daily sit at the feet of our
Lord to hear His Word, to offer our worship, our praise
(18)

and our petitions. Private devohons are absolutely essential in this matter of progress in the Christian life .
It makes for progress in our own Christian experience,
and qualifies us, by God's grace. to be a blessing and
help to others.

(19)

